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View of the Castle

Publisher

Landtag of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania
LennéstraBBe 1 - 19053 Schwerin

Telephone +49 385 525-0 - Fax +49 385 5252141
poststelle@landtag-mv.de
www.landtag-mv.de

Further contacts

Castle Museum

Telephone +49 385 5252920 - Fax +49 385 563091

info@schloss-schwerin.de - www.schloss-schwerin.de

Schwerin Castle Localities

Telephone +49 385 525-2915 - Fax +49 385 5252914
info@schweriner-schloss-localitaeten.de - www.schweriner-schloss-localitaeten.de
Castle Chapel Congregation

Telephone +49 385 562567

schlokisn@freenet.de - www.schlosskirche-schwerin.de

Photos: J6rn Lehmann, Jens Biittner, Schweriner Schloss Localitéiten

The castle as a
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RENDEZVOUS

Walksinthe Burggarten, picnicsin the Schlossgarten, weddings
in the Castle Chapel, coffee in the Orangery, meals in
the former King's Hall, round trips on Lake Schwerin, and the
minor and major sporting and cultural events based around
the Castle. The Castle Island is always bustling with activity.

A popular rendezvous is the Orangery, opened again in 2001
after almost six years of building work. After the expensive
repairs, the Orangery Café was also opened in the side wing.
Besides the restaurant - café in the former King's Hall, it is the
second gastronomic centre actually inside the Castle. As the
Orangery is used for its original purpose as a cold house for
particularly delicate pot-plants and tub-plants from the Burg-
garten, the Café is open only from April to October.

Directly facing the Castle Island is the newly-built mooring
for the Weisse Flotte (White Fleet). Here are the pleasure-
boats, which offer a round trip of Schwerin’s lakes from April
to October.
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Orangery Terrace

The castle and its

GREEN SPACES

At every season, the Burggarten and the Schlossgarten have
a fairy-tale appeal, especially in transition. The various parts
alternate between strict symmetry and seemingly carefree,
untouched nature. The Castle’s island site gives a special
fascination to the views across, through and into water — in
the form of a large lake, an artificial canal, or here and there a
fountain or water feature.

The Burggarten on the Castle Island takes up the design
principles of English landscape gardens, and incorporates
the suggestions and plans of Gottfried Semper, Georg Adolf
Demmler, the Court Gardener Theodor Klett and the Ger-
man garden designer, Peter Joseph Lenn., in the wake of the
Castle’s reshaping in the mid-19th century. The Schlossgarten,
which is larger, was laid out as a baroque park on the base
of an existing kitchen garden by the famous French garden
designer, Jean Legeay, in the mid-18th century. In the
19th century there were also some redesigns and additions
to the Schlossgarten, producing the two pergola walks, the
Schlossgarten Pavilion and the Green Garden.
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SCHWERIN
CASTLE

Seat of the Land Parliament
of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania
History, culture and a place to meet

Mecklenburg
Vorpommern
Landtag
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Mention of an island
fortressina
freshwater lake.

1018

Mention of an Obotrite
frontier fortress.

Grand Duke Friedrich Franz Il
(1812-1883, reigned from 1842-1883).
Painting by Franz Krtiger in the Throne
Room, 1854.
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Hercules Suffocating Antaeus

Royal Stables Peninsula

Mooring for
the White Fleet
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Lake Schwerin
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1350

In the face of the overwhelming hostile force

of Heinrich the Lion, the Obotrite prince Niklot
destroys the frontier fortress on the island.

Heinrich the Lion rebuilds the fortress and

founds the town of Schwerin. Around 1167
the island fortress becomes the residence of the
German count Gunzelin.

Grand Duchess Auguste

(1822-1862) was the first wife of
Friedrich Franz II. Painting by Friedrich
Kaulbach in the Throne Room, 1856.

Mention of an arsenal (arms depot) on the
fortress island.

1358
Duke Albrecht von Mecklenburg acquires the countship
of Schwerin and the island fortress by purchase. He
transfers his main residence from Wismar to Schwerin.

1374
Mention of a tower on the fortress island.

Grinding Mili .

1557

The architect Johann
Baptista Parr enters the
ducal service.

1560

Start of construction work on
the Castle Chapel - continues
till 1563.

West
Bastion

1577

Mention of a
kitchen garden at
Schwerin Castle.

1612

The architect Geert Evert
Piloot enters the
Mecklenburg service.

1620

King Gustavus Adolphus

of Sweden stays at
Schwerin Castle.

1629
The Castle is occupied
by Imperial troops.

1631
The Castle is occupied
by Swedish troops.

1635

The "House over the Castle
Kitchen" is erected - building
continues till 1643.

1651

17164 1834

@
North

Bastion with
Tea-House

Schiossgarte
Bridge

Bastion

Kitchen

Afnexe
South

n

Sculpture in the Burggarten

@ The Female

@ Allegory of Water

Goatherd

Orangery @

Orangery Court.

\
Colonnade

@ Heracles Subduing the Cretan Bull
@ Shepherd Attacked by Panther

@ Memorial Stone to Grand Duchess Auguste David with the head of Goliath
@ Memorial to Grand Duke Paul Friedrich
Obotrites Harnessing Their War-Horses

@ Victory
@ Sundial

Overview of the most important parts of the building

@ Burggarten

@ "House Over the Castle Chapel”
@ "New Long House"

@ "Obotrite Steps”

@ Main Tower

@ "Bishop’s House"

Tsar Peter |. stays at Inauguration of the new
Schwerin Castle. Government building
(State Chancellery).

1752 = @@ |
Fourteen sandstone statues 1836

from the workshop of Balthasar The theatre, built by
Permoser (dating from 1720) Demmler, in inaugurated.

are bought in Hamburg for the
1837

Schlossgarten.

1756

The Court begins its transfer
to Ludwigslust.

The Court is transferred
back from Ludwigslust to
Schwerin. The old Castle is
thoroughly restored.

Devastating fire in the
town of Schwerin.

1840

Demmler prepares a design for a new palace at the "Old Garden".

1842

Foundation-stone laid for Paul Friedrich’s castle at the "Old Garden".
Demmler’s first design for a new Castle on the island.

1843

Gottfried Semper, the architect from Dresden, sends a design of his
own for the construction of Schwerin Castle.

1845

Demmler’s third and definitive design is approved.
Construction starts on the new Schwerin Castle.

1850

Year of the most intensive construction work on the new Castle.
Demmler submits his request for resignation.

1857

Inauguration of the new Castle on 26 May.

Wing @ "House Over the Castle Kitchen"

Clock Tower

@ Schlossgarten Wing

Main Staircase Tower

@ Burgsee Wing

1913
Serious fire at
the Castle.

1918
Grand Duke
abdicates. The
Castle passes into
the possession of
the Land.

1921
A museum is opened in
the Castle’s historic rooms.

1942 _ == 000 |
A military hospital is set up
in the Castle.

1948

Extension of the Plenary
Room for the Land Parliament
of Mecklenburg.

1952 = 0@ |
A college of education is set up
in the Castle.

1974

@ Entrance Wing

S|

2010

City Jubilee -
Schwerin is
850 years old

2009
German Garden
Exhibition in Schwerin

around the Castle.

L2007
Anniversary
festivities — Schwerin

The Throne Room is the first of the
restored state rooms to be handed to
the public.

1981

The college of education leaves
the Castle.

Castle is 150 years old.

L2001
Re-opening of the
restored Orangery
after almost six years
of building.

1994

The Parliament confirms
the concept for the
Castle’s general use.

L1990
The newly elected
Parliament of Mecklen-
burg-Western Pomerania
designates the Castle
as its seat.



